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www.mvsc.k12.in.us/mhs 
 
 
You will be required to take the following courses: 
 
English 9 A & B and Composition 3 credits 
Integrated Math I A & B   2 credits 
Biology I A & B                                  2 credits 
PE 1 & PE 2 & Health and Wellness 3 credits 
Geography A & B or World Civilization A & B 2 credits 
 
Total Required     12 credits 
 
You have room for 3 elective choices.  Please list 3 elective courses you are interested 
in taking and 3 Alternate Elective Choices. 

 
 

FRESHMAN ELECTIVES 
1 TRIMESTER (12 WEEKS) = 1 ELECTIVE SPOT,     

2 TRIMESTERS = 2 ELECTIVE SPOTS 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Fine Art Department 
ART HISTORY 
1 trimester course for 1 credit      
Students taking this course engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass art 
history, art criticism, aesthetics, and production.  Students study works of art and artifacts 
from world cultures, engage in historically relevant studio activities; utilize research skills 
to discover social, political, economic, technological, environmental, and historical trends 
and connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork 
and the nature of art; relate art to other disciplines and discover opportunities for 
integration; and incorporate literacy and presentational skills.  
 
INTRODUCTION TO TWO-DIMENSIONAL ART 
1 trimester course for 1 credit    
Students taking this course engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass art 
history, art criticism, aesthetics, production, and integrated studies and lead to the creation 
of portfolio quality works. Students explore historical and cultural background and 
connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and 
the nature of art; create two-dimensional works of art, reflect upon the outcomes, and 
revise their work; relate art to other disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; 
and incorporate literacy and presentational skills.  

 
INTRODUCTION TO THREE-DIMENSIONAL ART 
1 trimester course for 1 credit 
Students taking this course engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass art 
history, art criticism, aesthetics, production, and integrated studies and lead to the creation 
of portfolio quality works. Students explore historical and cultural background and 
connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about artwork and 
the nature of art; create three-dimensional works of art, reflect upon the outcomes, and 
revise their work; relate art to other disciplines and discover opportunities for integration; 
and incorporate literacy and presentational skills. Recommended Prerequisites: 
Introduction to Two-Dimensional Art  
  

 
Business Department 

INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS        
1 trimester course for 1 credit     
This course introduces students to the world of Business, including the concepts, functions 
and skills required for meeting the challenges of operating a business in the twenty-first 
century on a local, national and/or international scale. The course covers Business 
Management, Entrepreneurship, Marketing fundamentals and Business ethics and Law. 
The course further develops Business vocabulary and provides an overview of Business 
and the role that Business plays in economic, social and political environments. 
 
PREPARING FOR COLLEGE & CAREERS          
1 trimester course for 1 credit      
The focus of the course is the impact of today’s choices on tomorrow’s possibilities. 
Topics to be addressed include twenty-first century life and career skills; higher order 
thinking, communication, leadership, and management processes; exploration of personal 
aptitudes, interests, values, and goals; examining multiple life roles and responsibilities as 
individuals and family members; planning and building employability skills; transferring 
school skills to life and work; and managing personal resources. YOU CAN NOT 
REPEAT THIS COURSE IF YOU RECEIVED CREDIT IN 8TH GRADE. 
 
PERSONAL FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
1 trimester course for 1 credit 
This course addresses the identification and management of personal financial resources to 
meet the financial needs and wants of individuals and families, considering a broad range 
of economic, social, cultural, technological, environmental and maintenance factors. This 
course helps students build skills in financial responsibility and decision making; analyze 
personal standards, needs, wants, and goals; identify sources of income, saving and 
investing; understand banking, budgeting, record-keeping and managing risk, insurance 
and credit card debt. Direct, concrete applications of mathematics proficiencies in projects 
are encouraged. 

INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER SCIENCE 
1 trimester course for 1 credit 
This course allows students to explore the world of Computer Science. Students will gain a 
broad understanding of the areas composing Computer Science. Additionally, there will be 
a focus on the areas of computer programming, gaming/mobile development, and artificial 
intelligence/robotics.  
 
INTRODUCTION TO ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
1 trimester for 1 credit 
This course provides an overview of what it means to be an Entrepreneur. Students will 
learn about starting and operating a business, marketing products and services, and how to 
find resources to help. This course is ideal for students interested in starting their own art 
gallery, salon, restaurant, etc.  
 
DIGITAL APPLICATIONS AND RESPONSIBILITY 
2 trimester course for 2 credits 
This course prepares students to use technology in an effective and appropriate manner in 
school, in a job, or everyday life. Students develop skills related to word processing, 
spreadsheets, presentations, and communications software. Students learn what it means to 
be a good digital citizen and how to use technology, including social media, responsibly. 
Students expand their knowledge of how to use digital devices and software to build 
decision-making and problem-solving skills. Students should be provided with the 
opportunity to seek industry-recognized digital literacy certifications.  (Level A will focus 
on Microsoft Certification in Word and PowerPoint as well as Digital Literacy Skills.  
Level B will focus on Microsoft Certification in Excel as well as video apps and cloud 
computing). 
 
 

English Department 
DEVELOPMENTAL READING      
1 trimester course for 1 credit    
This course is a supplemental course that provides students with individualized instruction 
designed to support success in completing course work aligned with the Indiana Academic 
Standards for English/Language Arts focusing on the Reading Standards for Literature and 
Nonfiction.  
 
JOURNALISM   
1 trimester course for 1 credit      
Journalism is a study of news elements, journalism history, First Amendment law, ethics, 
fact and opinion, copy editing, news, and features as they apply to print and digital media 
products. It includes a comparison study of journalistic writing to other types of English 
writing with practical application of news, features, editorials, reviews, columns and 
digital media writing forms.  By the end of the semester, students write, shoot and design 
stories for print and digital media products. Recommended Prerequisites:  This course is 
heavily weighted in writing assignments; therefore, students who have earned a “C” 
or better in English classes would perform best in this class. 
 
LIBRARY MEDIA 
1 trimester course for 1 credit 
Library Media is the study and application of procedures based on library science theory. 
Students examine the role of the library in research through the use of use multimedia 
presentation technology. This is a class for the self- motivated student who is an 
independent learner.  
 

Family and Consumer Sciences Department 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT    
1 trimester course for 1 credit     
This course addresses issues of child development from conception/prenatal through age 3. 
It includes the study of prenatal development and birth; growth and development of 
children; child care giving and nurturing; and support systems for parents and caregivers. 
Authentic applications such as introductory laboratory/field experiences with young 
children and/or service learning that build knowledge of children, child development, and 
nurturing of children are strongly recommended. This course provides the foundation for 
continuing and post-secondary education in all career areas related to children, child 
development, and nurturing of children. 



INTRODUCTION TO HOUSING & INTERIOR DESIGN   
1 trimester course for 1 credit  
This course addresses the selection and planning of designed spaces to meet the needs, 
wants, values and lifestyles of individuals, families, clients, and communities. Housing 
decisions, resources and options will be explored including factors affecting housing 
choices and the types of housing available. Design and space planning involves evaluating 
floor plans and reading construction documents while learning to create safe, functional, 
and aesthetic spaces. Presentation techniques will be practiced to thoroughly communicate 
design ideas. Direct, concrete mathematics proficiencies will be applied.  This course 
provides the foundation for further study and careers in the architecture, construction, 
housing, interior design, and furnishings industries.   
 
INTERPERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS    
1 trimester course for 1 credit    
This course addresses knowledge and skills needed for positive and productive 
relationships in career, community, and family settings. Major course topics include 
communication skills; leadership, teamwork, and collaboration; conflict prevention, 
resolution, and management; building and maintaining relationships; and individual needs 
and characteristics and their impacts on relationships. This course provides a foundation 
for continuing and post-secondary education for all career areas that involve interacting 
with people both inside and outside of a business/organization, including team members, 
clients, patients, customers, and the general public. 
 
NUTRITION & WELLNESS     
1 trimester course for 1 credit    
This is a course that introduces students to only the basics of food preparation so they can 
become self-sufficient in accessing healthy and nutritious foods. Major course topics 
include nutrition principles and applications; influences on nutrition and wellness; food 
preparation, safety, and sanitation; and science, technology, and careers in nutrition and 
wellness. Food preparation experiences are a required component. Direct, concrete 
mathematics and language arts proficiencies will be applied. 

 
Miscellaneous Department 

AIR FORCE JUNIOR RESERVE OFFICER TRAINING CORPS    
3 trimester course for 3 credits 
This course is designed to develop: (1) citizenship and patriotism, (2) self-discipline, (3) 
physical fitness, (4) reliance and leadership, and (5) the skills used in decision making, 
communications, and problem-solving. The course content and experiences enable the 
students to understand the role of the military in support of national objectives and to 
become familiar with basic military knowledge, gender equity issues, benefits, and 
requirements. Topics to be included in the course are: (1) military history, (2) ROTC in the 
military, (3) substance abuse, (4) map reading, (5) marksmanship and firearm safety, (6) 
military drill, (7) field activities, (8) reserve components, and (9) first aid and hygiene. 
JROTC programs must be approved by and meet the requirements of the appropriate 
military organization.   Students must follow military grooming and uniform requirements. 

 
Performing Arts Department 

CHORUS, BEGINNING   
3 trimester course for 3 credits    
Students previously participating in Chorus during 8th grade are encouraged to continue.  
New students are also welcome.  The chorus may be composed of: (1) male chorus, (2) 
female chorus, (3) mixed chorus, or any combination thereof.  Time outside of the school 
day is scheduled for rehearsals and performances. Students are required to participate in 
performance opportunities (rehearsals and performances) outside of the school day that 
support and extend learning in the classroom.   
 
CONCERT BAND, BEGINNING        
3 trimester course for 3 credits    
Students previously participating in Band during 8th grade are encouraged to continue.  
Time outside of the school day may be scheduled for rehearsals and performances. A 
limited number of public performances may serve as a culmination of daily rehearsal and 
musical goals. Students are required to participate in performance opportunities outside of 
the school day that support and extend learning in the classroom. 
 
 

MUSIC HISTORY AND APPRECIATION  
1 trimester course for 1 credit   
Students receive instruction designed to explore music and major musical styles and 
periods through understanding music in relation to both Western and Non-Western history 
and culture. Activities include analyzing and describing music; evaluating music and 
music performances; and understanding relationships between music and the other arts, as 
well as disciplines outside of the arts.  
 
ORCHESTRA, BEGINNING  
3 trimester course for 3 credits       
Students previously participating in Orchestra during 8th grade are encouraged to 
continue.  Time outside of the school day may be scheduled for rehearsals and 
performances. A limited number of public performances may serve as a culmination of 
daily rehearsal and musical goals. Students are required to participate in performance 
opportunities outside of the school day that support and extend learning in the classroom. 
 
PIANO AND ELECTRONIC KEYBOARD      
1 trimester course for 1 credit     
Students taking this course are offered keyboard classes in order to develop music 
proficiency and musicianship. Students perform with proper posture, hand position, 
fingering, rhythm, and articulation; compose and improvise melodic and harmonic 
material; create and perform simple accompaniments; listen to, analyze, sight-read, and 
study a variety of keyboard literature; study the elements of music in a variety of styles. 
 
TECHNICAL THEATRE         
1 trimester course for 1 credit     
Students enrolled in Technical Theatre actively engage in the process of designing, 
building, managing, and implementing the technical aspects of a production. These 
activities should incorporate elements of theatre history, culture, analysis, response, 
creative process, and integrated studies. Prerequisite: Theatre Arts  
 
THEATRE ARTS   
1 trimester course for 1 credit     
Students enrolled in Theatre Arts read and analyze plays, create scripts and theatre pieces, 
conceive scenic designs, and develop acting skills. These activities incorporate elements of 
theatre history, culture, analysis, response, creative process, and integrated studies. 
 

Science Department 
PLTW PRINCIPLES OF BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES 
2 trimester course for 2 credits 
Student work involves the study of human medicine, research processes and an 
introduction to bioinformatics. Students investigate the human body systems and various 
health conditions including heart disease, diabetes, hypercholesterolemia, and infectious 
diseases. A theme through the course is to determine the factors that led to the death of a 
fictional person. After determining the factors responsible for the death, the students 
investigate lifestyle choices and medical treatments that might have prolonged the person’s 
life. Key biological concepts included in the curriculum are: homeostasis, metabolism, 
inheritance of traits, feedback systems, and defense against disease. The course is designed 
to provide an overview of all courses in the Biomedical Sciences program and to lay the 
scientific foundation necessary for student success in the subsequent courses. 
Recommended Prerequisites: Biology I or concurrent enrollment in Biology I is 
required.   

 
Social Studies Department 

GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY OF THE WORLD 
2 trimester course for 2 credits  
This course is designed to enable students to use geographical tools, skills and historical 
concepts to deepen their understanding of major global themes including the origin and 
spread of world religions; exploration; conquest, and imperialism; urbanization; and 
innovations and revolutions.  Geographical and historical skills include forming research 
questions, acquiring information by investigating a variety of primary and secondary 
sources, organizing information by creating graphic representations, analyzing information 
to determine and explain patterns and trends, planning for the future, and documenting and 
presenting findings orally or in writing.  
 

WORLD HISTORY AND CIVILIZATION    
2 trimester course for 2 credits  
This Course emphasizes events and developments in the past that greatly affected large 
numbers of people across broad areas and that significantly influenced peoples and places 
in subsequent eras. Key events related to people and places as well as transcultural 
interaction and exchanges are examined in this course. Students are expected to compare 
and contrast events and developments involving diverse peoples and civilizations in 
different regions of the world. They will examine examples of continuity and change, 
universality and particularity, and unity and diversity among various peoples and cultures 
from the past to the present.  

INDIANA STUDIES    
1 trimester course for 1 credit  
This is an integrated course that compares and contrasts state and national developments in 
the areas of politics, economics, history, and culture. The course uses Indiana history as a 
basis for understanding current policies, practices, and state legislative procedures. It also 
includes the study of state and national constitutions from a historical perspective and as a 
current foundation of government. Examination of individual leaders and their roles in a 
democratic society will be included and student will examine the participation of citizens 
in the political process. Selections from Indiana arts and literature may also be analyzed 
for insights into historical events and cultural expressions. 

Technology Education Department 
INTRODUCTION TO DESIGN PROCESSES 
1 trimester course for 1 credit 
This course specializes in modern design and engineering processes with a focus on 
creative problem solving in developing, testing, communicating, and presenting post-
evaluation of products. Students use the design process to analyze research, develop ideas, 
and produce products solutions. Students will demonstrate and utilize design principles 
and elements for visual presentation. Designing aspects will also cover aesthetics, 
ergonomics, the environment, safety, and production. The design process is a core-learning 
tool for many courses enabling the student to solve problems in a systematic, logical and 
creative manner.  
 
INTRODUCTION TO CONSTRUCTION 
1 trimester course for 1 credit 
This is a course that will offer hands-on activities and real world experiences related to the 
skills essential in residential, commercial and civil building construction. The student will 
also learn and apply knowledge of the care and safe use of hand and power tools as related 
to each trade. In addition, students are introduced to blueprint reading, applied math, basic 
tools and equipment, and safety. Students will demonstrate building construction 
techniques, including concrete and masonry, framing, electrical, plumbing, dry walling, 
HVAC, and painting as developed locally in accordance with available space and 
technologies.  

 
World Language Department 

FRENCH I or SPANISH I  
2 trimester course for 2 credits 
These courses introduce students to effective strategies for beginning Language learning, 
and to various aspects of culture. Interpersonal communication is encouraged through 
speaking and writing, providing opportunities to make and respond to basic requests and 
questions, understand and use appropriate greetings and forms of address, participate in 
brief guided conversations on familiar topics, and write short passages with guidance. This 
course also emphasizes the development of reading and listening comprehension skills, 
such as reading isolated words and phrases in a situational context and comprehending 
brief written or oral directions. Additionally, students will examine the practices, products 
and perspectives of the culture; recognize basic routine practices of the target culture; and 
recognize and use situation-appropriate non-verbal communication.  


